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COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING —  

LAW ENFORCEMENT POWERS REVIEW REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [9.09 am]: The Commonwealth Heads of Government 

Meeting (Special Powers) Act 2011 was enacted to provide powers to the Western Australia Police, certain other 

persons and the Corruption and Crime Commission for the provision of safety and security during the 

Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting held in Perth over the period 20 October 2011 to 

4 November 2011. The act required the Commissioner of Police to carry out and complete a review of the 

operation and effectiveness of the act and to prepare a report based on the review, with the report to be handed to 

the Minister for Police. The review was based on the intent of Parliament in enacting the legislation; the post-

operation assessment of Operation Demille, the title of the WA Police operation providing the policing response 

to CHOGM; and the impact on the public of Western Australia. This report describes how Western Australia 

Police put the act into operation and examines the effectiveness of the legislation.  

The review found that Western Australia Police exercised the special powers provided by the act in a judicious 

and responsible manner. Despite conducting the largest-ever security operation in this state, including over 6 000 

individual dignitary escorts and the provision of security for 51 heads of state who represent almost one-third of 

the world’s population, foreign ministers and support staff, the Perth CBD remained open and functioned 

normally with minimal disruption, with road closures kept to a minimum. Use of the special powers was kept to 

the minimum required to provide for the safety and security of CHOGM 2011. To support this, a style of 

policing called “friendly vigilance” was adopted. The number of people searched was low; only 72 searches 

were recorded for the entire CHOGM period and only six persons were arrested in CHOGM-related incidents. 

Despite disruption being planned for many months by issue-motivated groups, on the opening day of 

CHOGM 2011 the police were able to monitor a large demonstration without a single incident and without 

violence or disruption to CHOGM. Similarly, the following day at the “Big Aussie Barbecue” event on the Perth 

Esplanade, at which Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh were 

farewelled by a crowd of 120 000 people, police were able to provide an effective service by utilising the 

legislation, again without a single arrest. A comprehensive process was adopted to ensure that only those who 

met the criteria set out in the act were included in an excluded persons list. Twenty-one people met that criteria 

and were placed on the list. All were personally notified and served with information explaining the effect of 

their inclusion in the list.  

The review found that the act was an invaluable tool in supporting the operation and was very effective in 

achieving its purpose and objectives. It is recommended that lasting special events legislation providing special 

powers of this type be considered for activation in future events of a similar nature. I now have pleasure in 

tabling the review. 

[See paper 4622.] 

[Correction to report — see page 1189.] 

 


